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Discussion about the Identification of New Ethnic Groups in U. K.

and Ireland and Its Influences in the 21st Century

Tian Ye

( Center for Studies of Ethnic Groups in Northwest China / School of History and
Culture of Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730000 Gansu China)

Abstract: There are two newly identified ethnic groups in U. K. and Ireland in the 21st Century one is Cornish in U. K. and

the other Travellers in Ireland which were recognized by the British government and the Irish government in 2014 and 2017 re—

spectively. Two main reasons can explain the two countries” actions. One is the awakening of national consciousness and the re—

lated political and social activities which have promoted the recognition and identification of ethnic groups in relevant countries;

the other is some international organizations who have published some files such as Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belong—

ing to National or Ethnic Religious and Linguistic Minorities FEuropean Charter for Regional or Minority Languages and Frame—

work Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. These files have played an important role in promoting the identifica—

tion and recognition of ethnic groups in relevant countries. The action of ethnic recognition and identification in these countries

not only means the recognition of the diversity of ethnic groups in their counties but also has a certain impact on the integration

and construction of nation.
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